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LIGHT BY WHICH TO NAVIGATE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

John 8:48-59 

Before Abraham Was, I Am 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 

have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, 

and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, 

and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never 

see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 

Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will 

never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 

prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify 

myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our 

God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know 

him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father 

Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews 

said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus 

said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked 

up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

 

Two years ago, an historic event occurred in Jerusalem. At the annual Jewish 

celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles, or Sukkot, a part of that festival was re-

enacted that hadn’t been seen for 2000 years. For the event, a model of the ancient 

temple altar was erected near the Wailing Wall. Near the same Wailing Wall, tall 

electric lights were erected, bringing to mind the tall oil burning lights that would be lit 

in the Court of the Women during the feast back in the days when the temple still 

stood.  

MAY 22, 2016 

TRINITY SUNDAY 



 
2 

 

With all preparations completed, on October 12, 2014, a crowd of Jewish festival-goers 

gathered at the Pool of Siloam, led by prominent rabbis and by men who trace their 

family line back to Levi, Israel’s priests. Then, these modern-day Levites used a silver urn 

to take water from that pool and carried it through the streets of Jerusalem. To the 

sounds of ram horns and silver trumpets blowing and the joyous singing of hymns of 

praise in the Hebrew language, the crowd processed through the streets. That night, 

with the tall lights lighting up the night skies as they gathered by the Wailing Wall, the 

crowd watched as these descendants of Levi poured the water from the silver urn 

onto the altar, just as it was done long ago in the days of Jesus.  

 

In Jesus’ day, the tall lights would be lit every night during the Feast of Tabernacles. The 

Jews were reminded by these lights of the pillar of fire by which God had led Israel 

through its forty years of living in tabernacles or tents in the desert. The presence of the 

pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud by day had been a way of telling Israel that 

God was always with them, every moment. Jesus would use the tall lights lit every night 

of the Feast of Tabernacles in a similar way during the last Feast of Tabernacles He 

ever attended. The autumn before His crucifixion, He attended the feast in Jerusalem. 

He preached, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows Me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

The light of life. By faith you have the light of life, Jesus Christ. You have the light of life. 

You never walk in darkness of death. Because you have the light of life, Jesus Christ to 

lead you like that pillar of fire and to navigate you through life and death. You never 

walk in the darkness of death. That is what we hear Jesus say in today’s Gospel 

reading, words Jesus spoke during that very same Feast of Tabernacles. “If anyone 

keeps My Word, he will never see death.”  

 

Never see death. You will never see death. You will never walk in the darkness of 

death… because you have the light of life, Jesus Christ. 
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What does that mean? It means you will never experience the eternal death of hell. 

What peace does that give you when you approach physical death?  

 

Well, I have ridden with Linda many times to Columbia to visit our youngest son Ryan. 

Prior to a few weeks ago, if anyone had asked me if I knew how to get there, I would 

have said yes. But a few weeks ago, I had to drive that route by myself. As long as I 

was driving on I-70, I was okay. But by the time I got to Columbia it was beginning to 

get dark, and when I reached the end of the journey when I needed to be able to 

turn at the right streets in Columbia in order to get to his apartment, I wasn’t so sure 

anymore of the route.  

 

It’s like when you were young, and Mom and Dad were doing most of the steering in 

your life. Sure, back then you saw a lot of life. But it’s not the same as later when you’re 

the one doing the steering, when you’re the one doing the driving. Yes, some of the 

things you go through in life as an adult, even as an older adult, those things look very 

familiar from the days when you watched your parents steer their way through them.  

 

But when you’re the one doing the steering, when you’re the one making the 

decisions, choosing where to turn on the journey of life, how to go, how to live, what to 

do, then things can look different from what you remember. Like when life takes you 

down roads your parents never had to face. But especially does the journey of life look 

different from what you have seen before when darkness comes. When the night 

comes. When you come to the end of the road of this life. Then, no matter how many 

times you have seen others come to the end of that road, it’s different when it’s you. 

When it is your death approaching, then the road looks not so familiar. It looks different 

when it’s you approaching death, the dark silence, and the black silence. 

 

Yet, as I was driving through the dark streets of Columbia a few weeks ago, I had with 

me the whole time a special light… a light by which to navigate the darkness. This 

special light glowed from my cell phone. It glowed in colors of blue and red, forming 

the letters that spell out those comforting words, Google Maps.  
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This special light emanating from my phone, Google Maps, helped me know where to 

turn, guided me through the darkness, reassured me as it navigated me towards my 

destination. It was dark. But with that special light I never was in the dark. I basked in 

the glow of Google Maps. In its glow, my fears were melted down into a kind of 

peace.   

 

Death, too, is dark. Death is the dark silence, the black silence, the unfamiliar road at 

the end of life’s journey, the dark night. It is that darkness that we find unsettling. But 

Jesus promises, you will never walk in darkness. Yes, death is dark, but you will never be 

in the dark. The whole time you will have with you a special Light. A Light by which to 

navigate that darkness. Jesus Christ the light of life and His promises will be with you. 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” Jesus Christ the Light of 

the World, the light of life will navigate you towards your destination. You will never see 

death. You cannot see death when He who is the Life is with you, leading you, and 

guiding you from this life into the peaceful rest of heaven.    

 

For this reason, for these last 2000 years Christians have held dear the account of the 

two on the road to Emmaus. Walking towards sunset with the evening shadows falling 

upon them and the evening star already showing itself. Their peace threatened by 

darkness, fear, grief, and lost hope. But Jesus was not gone, was not absent from them. 

Though not fully aware of it, Jesus was walking with them, who had died yes but for 

their sins and had risen from the dead to give them the light of life. He was with them in 

their darkness, fear, grief and lost hopes like the quiet glow of an evening lamp, like 

the quiet glow of a cell phone, like the quiet glow of the morning star, promising that 

on the road they were traveling the sun never fully set.  

 

Sunset becomes sunrise. Evening and darkness and death come, but the light of life 

Jesus Christ stays with you so that “even the darkness will not be dark to you, the night 

will shine like the day.”  
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You will never walk in darkness. You will never see death. Never will you enter the dark 

nothingness. The light of life Jesus Christ will navigate you through to heaven’s light. So, 

we rejoice. On this day, we lift up our voices in praise, in holy procession as we sing to 

the giver of light, to the Father, the Light Creator, and to the Son, the Light of the 

World, the Light to Lighten the Gentiles, Light of Light Begotten Not Made, and to the 

Holy Spirit, the Light Revealer. To the Three-In-One we sing for giving us always light and 

life. 

 

Amen 

 


